
This much anticipated initiative by the Pretoria Club 

Section and the PCC Young Members Committee 

was held in the Pretoria Club rooms on Thursday, 

21 October 2021. The function was a black tie event, 

and our guests were all elegantly attired. On arrival, 

we were offered a dram of good Bains Whiskey and 

then, upon entering the Library, we were amazed at 

the transformation that Nicole, our caterer, and her 

team had achieved. In place of the usual collection 

of leather lounge chairs and scattered casual tables 

was a neat arrangement of conference-type tables. 

Each place setting had a selection of four whiskies, 

produced by local distiller Distell.

at Pretoria Country Club

Whiskey Tasting & Cigar Evening with Pretoria Club and the 

PCC Young Members

After some cheerful chatter, we settled down to enjoy 

the proceedings, which were opened by Charles van 

Staden. Your Scribe was tasked with introducing Andy 

Watts, our Tasting Master for the evening.

Andy grew up in Penistone in Yorkshire, England 

and arrived in South Africa in 1982 as a professional 

cricketer with Derbyshire CCC, planning to spend six 

months a year coaching at schools throughout the 

Boland. Within three years, he landed a position at 

the (then) Stellenbosch Farmers Winery (SFW) where 

he became involved in blending spirits. He was invited 

to Scotland by Morrison Bowmore Distillers to work 

hands-on at its three distilleries – Auchentoshan in the 

Lowlands, Glen Garioch in the Highlands, and the 

legendary Bowmore Distillery on the Isle of Islay. 

A Master Distiller, Andy was only the sixth manager of 

The James Sedgwick Distillery after its establishment in 

1886. In 2016, he became Head of Distell’s Centre of 

Excellence for Whiskey. Andy has been instrumental 

in the distillery’s many achievements and has 

established many firsts for South Africa on the whiskey 

front. These distinctions include, as part of the Three 

Ships label, the first single malt produced here, the first 

100% locally blended whiskey, and the first single grain 

whiskey, Bain’s Cape Mountain Whiskey. 

Without further ado, Andy took over and began 

explaining the arcane art of whiskey tasting. Soon, 

we began to sample the excellent whiskies – all 

created right here in South Africa. We were invited to 

first test the nose of the whiskey and then, after some 

discussion, we ventured into tasting and appreciating 

the complexity of the drink.

Throughout the proceedings, we enjoyed the 

anecdotes and historical details that Andy shared 

with us.

After two tastings, the hors d’oeuvres were served, 

which were undoubtedly effective in minimising the 

effect of the whiskey. As the gathering became more 

relaxed, some of the attendees shared their own 

anecdotes with us.

Once the next samples of ‘Uisge Baugh’ (‘Water of 

Life’ in ancient Gaelic) had been checked for nose 

and tasted and discussed, the (by now quite garrulous) 

crowd moved to the Carl Jeppe Room for the main 

course and dessert.

After further enjoyment of the good whiskey and 

some cigars in the Library, the evening ended and a 

cheerful crowd departed for home, in time to beat 

the curfew.

The Whiskey Tasting and Cigar Evening was an 

excellent event and a most effective showcase for the 

Club’s facilities and activities.

Ian Fraser

   ISSUE 12  |  2021  JACARANDA      3736      ISSUE 12  |  2021  JACARANDA      


